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  Ron Price     Secretary

July News 

• Please note there will be NO 
MEETING in July.  Work is 
being done to the Mandarin 
Garden Club 

• We have soil!  If you need soil 
contact Mike 
bettsmike@hotmail.com, and 
please return your empty 
buckets. 

• 2016 / 2017 membership dues 
now due.  Cost is $36 for the 
year.  This includes membership 
in BSF and the BSF electronic 
magazine. 

mailto:bettsmike@hotmail.com
mailto:bettsmike@hotmail.com
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For Sale

Jimmy Hilt's collection.

Jimmy passed away this winter and his wife Jeri and son James are interested in selling some 
of his materials. They do not have any trees left (except a few in the ground) but want the 
accessories to go to people who understand and appreciate bonsai. 

They don't have prices set and are just asking for a fair offers. They are reasonable about what 
the items are worth and are willing to negotiate. I personally bought a few oval pots and had a 
nice time catching up with them.

The primary point of contact is Jeri and she can be reached at 1-904-864-0557. They live in 
Middleburg.

Below are some photos of items for sale.
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NORTH FLORIDA BONSAI WORKSHOP 

The North Florida Bonsai Club in association with the Mandarin Garden Club is pleased to present our 
2017 workshop.  The Bonsai workshop is three Wednesday sessions August 9, August 16, August 23 7:00 PM 
to 9:00 PM at the Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Rd, Jacksonville, FL. 

This workshop is for all who are interested in Bonsai but especially for beginners who have wanted to try 
bonsai, but never knew how to get started.  We’ll be working on Ficus sp., a “very Florida tropical” bonsai 
subject.  Each participant will get  6 + hours of instruction; his/her own tree; special bonsai soil and a pot.  At the 
end of session 3, you’ll have your very own bonsai to take home and enjoy!  The cost is $30.00 per participant 
(tree). 

What you’ll learn:  

•     What “bonsai” really is (and how to pronounce it!) 
•     How to style and shape a bonsai tree 
•     How to prune and wire branches 
•     How to find inexpensive sources of pre-bonsai plant material 
•     How to fit a tree into those tiny little pots 
•     How to keep your tree happy once you get it home! 

These are casual, hands-on classes for people of all ages.  You will have a chance to meet people who have 
taken past beginners classes and talk with them about their experiences getting started in this fascinating 
hobby.  If you love plants and have an interest in learning about bonsai, come join the fun!   
    
To register, or for more information, call Joe @ 262-3995 or Josh 309 838-0259.   

******************************************************* 

Below is copied “word for word” information on watering and fungicide application from D & L July  
newsletter.  Why reinvent the wheel!!  Thank you David and Linda for the valuable information. 

After a very dry winter and spring with everybody saying, when are we going to get some rain, 
to now everyone saying, when will it quit raining? Gives credence to that saying about being 
careful what you ask for. We saw 17.43" of rain at the nursery last month. I am sure everyone 
has noticed how much their trees are loving it, growth is rampant. I have had people tell me that 
they bring their trees in when it rains, afraid they will get too wet. There is a difference between 
a tree’s soil staying saturated and becoming stagnant from us watering it too often and rain, rain 
is highly oxygenated, one of the reasons our trees grow so much after some good rains, and as 
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long as your soil is porous enough the rain will run through it. If the tree is root bound or the soil 
has too much organic matter in it then it could become saturated enough to reduce the supply 
of oxygen to the roots.

On the other hand don’t let the rains fool you into thinking the tree has been watered enough, it 
generally takes a good half inch or better of rain to thoroughly water a potted tree. A rain gauge 
is a handy instrument to have in your garden. No matter the amount of rain it is still best to 
check your trees daily.

There are a couple of draw backs from all the rain. With leaves consecutively staying wet all 
night from our afternoon rains makes some trees susceptible to a variety of leaf fungal issues 
such as powdery mildew, die back in Junipers, leaf drop in some Ficus and other species, some 
will need to be treated, but most will outgrow it when the weather starts drying out some. The 
burst of abundant young and tender growth can be prone to attack by some disease and 
insects. Also a lot of rain will flush out most of the nutrients you have been feeding the tree.
So enjoy the rain, your trees will, and with less time you have to spend watering them, the more 
time you’ll have to work on them.  A Little Tidbit on Watering

Water mostly enters a tree through the roots by osmosis, travels upwards through the xylem 
(using capillary action) and into the leaves. Upwards to ninety percent of that water is eventually 
dispersed and released through transpiration which helps keep the tree cool on a hot summer 
day. This only leaves ten percent for the tree to maintain healthy growth.
A fully grown large tree, such as an Oak could lose several 
hundred gallons of water through transpiration in a single day.

How much water do you think a bonsai tree can transpire in one day? Being in a pot reduces 
the amount of water readily available, plus the fact that the water in the soil itself will evaporate 
quite a bit of water on a hot day, especially as the soil dries it and the pot get warmer and 
speeds up the evaporation.
So water your trees thoroughly in the morning, as the sun hits the tree the leaf stomata will start 
to open and the transpiration process begins

By early afternoon your tree’s soil may be getting too dry and the tree may not have enough 
water to keep it cool through the hottest part of the day. Some trees may need to be watered 
twice a day. If you have trees that are consistently drying out by the afternoon you need to 
make sure; the tree is not root bound, soil being used is has enough water retention, or maybe 
the pot is too small. Some species of trees naturally use more water than others and even 
under best conditions may need to be watered in mid-afternoon along with any small trees.
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SIX TIPS ON FUNGICIDE: 

1. Have the correct diagnosis.

2. Fungicides are only effective when the disease-causing agent is fungal.

3. Select the appropriate chemical and formulation.

4. Read the label. Often the best control is obtained with a specific fungicide, instead of one 
with a broad range.

5. Apply the chemical at the right time.  By the time the symptoms are severe it is too late to 
spray.  Fungicides in general protect new growth.  Prevention is best.

6. Apply the appropriate amount.  More than recommended is not better.  Can prove toxic to 
your tree.

7. Cover plants adequately.  Fungicides applied to the foliage act as a chemical barrier on the 
surface. Coverage must be complete.

8. Apply chemicals at the appropriate frequency.  The first application establishes a barrier, 
continued applications, as per product instructions, are needed to keep the barrier active.


